
they can independently control global trade or air 
pollution. In metros, the cities, their suburbs, and 
the counties in which they are geographically 
located all blend together into a dense urban con-
centration. The vast majority of Americans live, 
work, and play in such urban areas, more often 
than not crossing local government jurisdictions 
as they go from one of these activities to another. 
But there are even bigger units to consider. These 
dense metropolitan areas often bump into each 
other, forming an even larger urban geographical 
area referred to as a megaregion. A megaregion is an 
urban area made up of several large cities and their 
surrounding urban areas—in effect, a string of 
MSAs. Megaregions represent a new type of urban 
geography, a merging of metropolitan areas into a 
massive interlocking economic and social system. 

Hinesville, GA 376

Danville, IL 377

Columbus, IN 378

Walla-Walla, WA 379

Lewiston, ID–WA 380

Carson City, NV 381

Top Ten MSAs by Percentage Change,  
2010–2013 Rank

The Villages, FL 1

Midland, TX 2

Austin–Round Rock, TX 3

Odessa, TX 4

Bismarck, ND 5

Auburn–Opelika, AL 6

Crestview–Fort Walton Beach–Destin, FL 7

Myrtle Beach–Conway–North Myrtle Beach, 
SC–NC

8

Columbus, GA 9

Casper, WY 10

TABLE 12-1

Metropolitan Statistical Areas at a Glance, 2013

Ten Largest MSAs by Population, 2010 Rank

New York–Northern New Jersey–Long Island, 
NY–NJ–PA

1

Los Angeles–Long Beach–Santa Ana, CA 2

Chicago–Joliet–Naperville, IL–IN–WI 3

Dallas–Fort Worth–Arlington, TX 4

Houston–Sugar Land–Baytown, TX 5

Philadelphia–Camden–Wilmington,  
PA–NJ–DE–MD

6

Washington–Arlington–Alexandria,  
DC–VA–MD–WV

7

Miami–Fort Lauderdale–Miami Beach, FL 8

Atlanta–Sandy Springs–Marietta, GA 9

Boston–Cambridge–Quincy, MA–NH 10

Ten Smallest MSAs by Population, 2010 Rank

Grants Pass, OR 371

Pocatello, ID 372

Kokomo, IN 373

Great Falls, MT 374

Casper, WY 375

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, “Population Estimates: Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical Area Totals Dataset; Population and Estimated Components of Change: 
April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2013,” https://www.census.gov/popest/data/metro/totals/2013/CBSA-EST2013-alldata.html.

Megaregions may spill across multiple counties or 
even multiple states, but there is typically no over-
arching institution at this level with anything like 
the powers of a municipal, let alone a state, govern-
ment. Instead, within megaregions are dozens and 
dozens of governments trying to balance local and 
regional interests, with mixed success. All these 
different governments share a set of common 
interests because a decision by any one jurisdiction 
in a megaregion has implications for other jurisdic-
tions. This interdependence fuels an increasing 
recognition of the need for local governments to 
coordinate with one another in policy and decision 
making on everything from transportation infra-
structure to economic development to public 
housing.

Achieving that sort of coordination is incred-
ibly difficult in the United States because of the 
relative lack of regional government. Because 
these metropolitan areas span not just county but 
also state and even national borders, exercising 

Megaregion
An urban area made up of several large cities and their surrounding 
urban areas that creates an interlocking economic and social system
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